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oescmaa THE PRE‘..“:ENT AND ORIGINAL (if &nourn) BHYSIC AL APF‘EAR&NCE

e In 1867 Fort Haxkex'was Iaid out on open pralrle about one mile:
}north of the- Smoky ‘Hill river.
a central parade ground 252 by 120 yards. Two of the three surv1v1ng
Vquarters were at the eastern extremity of the north side - of the
{wpaxade ground, and the third, the commanding officer's quarters, was -
:,at/the northern end of the east side, ' The three buildings are toaay
" in a tree~lined. residential neighborhood on. Ohio street just west of

the Kanopolls business district.
) Port Harker was laid out in 1867 according to the magnetlc north
g;pole, but the town of -Kanopolis was platted according to the trie -

north pole. The three buildings differ from other structures in the
- town in that they do not sit parallel to the present streets but at
"approxlmately ‘13 degree angles. :
T “(The officers’ quarters are located two blocks east of the surV1V1nq
,;Fort Harker guardhouse, which was entered on the National Register in
1972, and consideration was given to expanding that nomination form
into a district inciuding the three quarters. However, between the
. quarters and the guardhouse are four houses and the American Legion .

, building{u The decmslon was thereeore made to prepare a separate
;fncmmnatlon form. ) | :
o .All’'three bulldlnge are. of nat1Ve brown’ san&stone quaxrled
y.approxxmately two miles northeast of the fort site. - The stone is 1ald:-
;fln.regular horlzontal courses. All hulldlngs have modlflcatlons and :
}‘adaltlons. S ' ; ;
The,eqmmandlng ofcher's quarters, 51tuated on: the south 31de of g

ﬂiFacxng west-northwest, it measures approximately 103 feet 1cng ‘and -
128 feet Wlde,-and the off-set extension to the east measures 49 Feet
.-by 28 feét.
. A -second story of frame construction was added to the north end of

" the main sectlon in 1913, and a frame shed has been added at the

+ south end. " To the west of the structure is a wide spac1ous yard whlch‘
- was orlglnally part of the fort's parade grounds. .-

'fj31de of Ohic sgtreet fa01ng a south-southwesterly direction.  The two.
.*buildlngs each had four rooms and a kitchen and were intended as
one-family dwellings, although two families were sometimes forced: to’
sthare ‘the facilities.’. .
& The exterlor of-the east,quarters has been plastered over, except
. for the west end, with vertical and horizontal marklngs in the plaster
?hcreatlng a cement block-like effect.. The "T" has been extended to the
north. and the northwest corner of the "T" has.been filled - in by another -
‘addition.. A small addltlon has also been placed at’ the northeast part :
‘of ‘the "T™, - ERIE
- The west quarters has had two small frame addltlons, one on ”T]“”

'ii spxte-of the addltlons the bulldlngs glve eV1& i
' appearance and are r93611Y'ldentlflable fo: what they wexe

- ceED e e . o “(Chock One) : 7 S ; o ‘
] 'E"C";’He!';fr' . Cj Good - &) Foir D'-‘Dﬂ'ﬂioi’cwd-."""l“:"Ej Ruins m Unexpose-d N ¥
B : (Check One) L R - ‘ (Check One} : R
s | U"ﬂhe"d ’ r} Moved e [Ig Ovigmc? Site i

The buildings were constructed around - F

?eOhlo -street; was a Tmshape& structure with elght rooms and a- kltchen.‘féf?uf

Dlmen51ons 1nclude the original open and closed porches..f” o

The other quarters are located to the north and west on,the north~vu'f
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STATEMENT OF S|GNEFICANCE

Fort Harker was one of three forts {Harkex, Hays and Wallace)
established along the Smoky Hill river valley to guard the route to
Denver, wnich passed through. the part of Kansas most susceptible to
© Indian raids. Harker was also a link 1n,the’mllltary trail from Fort
Leavenwcrth to Forts Riley, Harker, ‘Zarah, Larnef and the Southwest.
Fort Harker was originally founded in June, 1864, as Fort
~Bllsworth. In November, 1866, the name was changed to Harker in homnor.
of Brig. Gen. ‘Charles G. H. Harker of the Ninth U. S. Infantry, kmlled

'_Was relocated about ‘three-fourths mile- east in Jamuary, 1867. oy
: ‘The relocation was made as soon as quarters for the men were ready.::
The officers’® quarters were not yet completed and they had to commute 3

-}~ daily from the .old location for some time. Buildings at the new site -~ -}

were.mainly of frame construction although there were five buildings of ~ |+ .0

/| ‘native sandstone:  the hospltal, guardhouse, comman&mng off;car 8
quarters and two other officers' quarters.

‘ Fort Harker, along with many other Kansas towns anavmxlltary' N
- outposts was hard hit by cholera in 1867 Tt was estimated that 200

Tl deaths oceurred at the post and among the ne1ghbor1ng Ellsworth county f***

settlers.

: ~ Fort Harker's hlstory'was brlef but slgnlflcant. it prov1ded
'protectlon for the construction of the Union Pacific Railrxoad, Eastern
Division. A depot of the Quartermaster's and Commissary Department was
.established there in 1867 and in 1867<1868 all the military posts om
the Arkansas river and many in Colorado and New Meéxico were supplied
from Harker. For a tmme, until the Unicon Pacific tracks were laid
farther to the west, Harker was a main shipping point for the Santa
“Fe trade. Goods were shipped there by rail and then on to Santa Fe

by wagon train. It was at Harker in the fall of 1868 that Gen. Phil

dued the southern Indlans. Harker also had a large, well*equlpp&d
hospltal and the sick: fram commands 1n the v1c1n1ty were: often sant
there—for treatmenti. - S :
o7 Among. the famous who quaxtered or camped at Harker, accordmng to _‘
fMagor Henry Irnman who was stationed thexe, were "Generals Grant,

;many gxeat.chxefs of ther Plains Indian trlbeS'met there to confer w1th'f;f

‘in June, 1864, at the Battle of. Kennesaw‘Mountaln, Georgla. Thetfortr4€ﬁQé

Sheridan planned hls winter campaign of 1868—1869 which finally sub-". DR

2| . sherman," Sheridan,. Harney, Terry,.Howard, Schofield, Marcy; M;Ies,fff”“"" 7
| Grierson,. Custer, A J. $mith and sully;ﬂ_minman also’ reported that’
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The Fort Harker Offlcers Quarters historic district boundary line<®

" commences at the: northwest corner of Lot 9, Block 68. Proceed south
! “to the end of Block 68, cross Ohic street and continue south along
,fﬂthe west edge of Block 77 to the southwest corner of Iot 7, then east
" to the end of Iot 7, continue east 44 feet along the south line of-

~ Lot 22 (Block 77}, from that point north to Chio street, then

- diagonally across Ohio street to the southeast corner of Lot 15,.
j-gEBlock 68, continue north in Block 68 to the northeast corner of .""
‘.Lot 9 and’ then west to the p01nt of beginning.

' Q'The-area contained in the district is described-ieéally as_Lots 9-15,

~Block €8, and Lots 1-7, and the west 44 feet of Lots 16-22, Block 77.

_Lf$hoﬁé§'WH"Fléhaers ﬂ': ovner of Lots 1-7 and west 44 feet of
o7 P. OJ Box 6L ‘ Lots 16-22, Blcck 77
”_;Kanopolls, Kansas - 67454

¥7M11ton F. Belghly :f frowner‘of the east onenhalf of Lots 9-15

3'3P O, Box - .. -+ .. Block 68, and the east 6 feet of the west
3 ;‘__Kanopola,s, Kansas . . one—half of Lots 9—15 B
y 67454 :
'lf?Ray JeWQll ‘-‘ =,"*1’0wner of the west one- half of Lots 9~ 15,
L P. Q. Box - " .Block 68, excluding the east - 6 feet

“-;Kanopolls, Kansa567454
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s 1886..

"*“ﬂletory of Kansas (Chlcago, A. T. Andreas, 1883),”99{ 1274, 1275.

B

;“the mllltary leaders, 1nclud1ng Satanta, Roman Nose, thtle Raven and
. Black Kettle. " '
‘ " Port Harker was . abandoned hy the army on October 30 1872» the rallroad
~had enced its usefulness. It was rebcrupxea temporarlly in. the winter
of. 1872-1873 by a detachment of the Slxth U. 8. Cavalry, but they left
" in early April, 1873. .
- On Februaxy 11,-1876, the Kansas house of representatlves approved
. a resolution asking Congress to donate the Fort Harker mllltary reser—
- wation, 16 sguare mlles, to the state of Kansas. The request was not
., granted and the’ reservatlon was opened to settlement by"the act of
. June 15, 1880.-
~. " ‘.Some of the- bulldlngs of the. fort were soon acqulred by a Dr.

QfHodge and in August, 11881, sold to Col. Henry Johnson for $4,177.50.

. The Salina Herald account of the- sale. stated that Johnsonxplanned to
jwacqulre the rest of. the. hulldlngs and establish a town.- " '
© In 1885 Johnson sold, 4,740 acres, lncludlng the bulldlngs of Fort

;ﬂeﬁarker} to a Springfield, Ohlo, ‘syndicate headed by John H. Thomas for

'?f$7l 200. Johnson retalned the use of ‘the’ headquarters unt;l Aprll 1,

e " Apparently some of the bu11d1ngs had been dlsmantled at least k
1§part1ally'by the milltary before isgo, and an 1883 account reported

- that Johnson was dismantling others and selling the materigl to settlers - N

" for. building.. - Standlng in. 1883 were the stone offlcers quarters, same e

n"of ‘the barracks, the guardhouse and the stables.

The present town of Ranopolis, which is situated on the old fort:

, fflsite, was established in 1887. Four of the 1867 fort stxuctures stlll
“ogtand:s the guardhouse, which was’ prevzously entered on- the’ Reglster,

. the commanding officer's quarters and two other offlcers quarters.. The:
- three gxtant quarters have now ‘served as private resxdences for around
90 years. : '

. " 'The. existing officers' quarters are s:gnlflcant to, the hlstory of
"Kansas ‘because of the role of Fort Harker in nrotectlng ‘and- prov;dlng

a sense of security to travelers and railroad wurkers and to the '

-:‘settlers flocking into central Kansas.

:‘Hart, Herbert M., Qld Forts of the Southwest (Seattle, Superlor Publlshlng
Co., 1964}, pp. 159-161. .

'}fInman, Henry, "Famous Fort’ Harker," Kansas City Star," ‘June ‘19, 1890- B
-'"Outllne Descriptlons of the posts 1n the Mllltary Dl'lSlon of the M15$our1

GRO.82T.724
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